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a. code and title of the course: bl 201 legal english and research 

methods- ii  

b. course credit: 4 (total marks 200)  

c. medium of instruction: english  

d. course compiled by: aparajita dutta hazarika and dr. 

thangzakhup tombing 

e. course instructor: aparajita dutta hazarika and dr. 

thangzakhup tombing 

1. course objectives  

this course is intended to provide the students with working and 

practical aspects of the language and the course deals with a 

module which lays stress on grammar, writing skills and 

communicative english. this module will highlight the constitutive 

aspects of the written as well as spoken english. at the same time, 

a complete module has been dedicated to legal language which 

includes understanding of legal terms and legal phrases. it will 

help the students to take recourse to the legal register of the 

english language. the research methodology aspect of the course 

attempts to inculcate the habit of developing a research bent of 

mind which is ethical, analytical, responsible and confident. 



lectures on interdisciplinary research methodology will help 

students appreciate the significance and interconnection of 

legal research with other social sciences research.  

major emphasis is also laid in legal research and language 

of law. for students of law, understanding of the process of 

research is very important. a student should know what, where 

and how to look for the information that he/she is searching for. 

in the legal field, expertise in research tools and techniques is a 

sine qua non as the nature of the job itself requires precision in 

finding the relevant facts, circumstances, cases, decisions and 

judgments to sum up the objectives,   

to enable the students to speak, read and to write english 

language clearly, flawlessly and comprehensively;   

to initiate the students into various self-training methods of 

improving their communication skills in english, more 

particularly, for various types of legal transactions;   

 to make the students to realize the importance and 

significance of research in dismantling ignorance and prejudice 

that is deeply ingrained in the society;  

 to familiarize the students with the intricacies of research 

in law and interdisciplinary research of socio-legal research and 

its implications;  

  to introduce the students to the methods of research and 

the tools of research;  

to train students on how to write articles, report and 

seminaries.  

2. teaching methodology the teaching methodology shall be 

participatory in nature with discussions on the topics included 

and related. the students are encouraged to do independent 

research on their respective assignments. in the classroom every 

student is required to present his/her topic and to have his/her 

doubt cleared through discussion. the teacher will be helping and 

guiding the students in their pursuits of legal learning. the 

teacher summarizes after the students have completed their 

discussion, and the doubts, if any, are clarified. 

 

 3. learning outcomes of the course  

on completion of the course the students are expected to 

comprehend the various aspects of the legal language and to gain 

the art, skill and techniques of research to carry out research 

activities which are pertinent in the domain of legal research as 



well as social- legal research which will guide them in their 

future line of advocacy, litigation, judiciary and academics. 

 

4. course evaluation method  

the course shall be assessed for 200 marks. the evaluation 

scheme would be as follows: internal assessment: 70% (140 marks) 

external assessment: 30% (60 marks) 

 

sl. no. marks distribution 

1 project work  40 marks 

2 seminar/group discussion 20 marks 

3 assignment/assessment 30 marks 

4 mid-semester  40 marks 

5 attendance in class 10 marks 

6 semester end examination  60 marks 

 

 

5. detailed structure of the course (specifying course modules 

and sub-modules)  

module i    

• fundamental principles of legal writing             

• concision ‐ clarity ‐ cogency ‐ simplicity of structure  

• brief writing 

• writing of case comment  

• drafting of law reports 

• legal citation 

• Terms used in civil law and criminal law-  Latin words and ex

pressions- Law Register  

 

module ii  

legal terms  

Adoption; Bigamy; Contract; Corpus Juris; Defamation; Detinue; Ex 

Post Facto; Guardian Ad Litem; Impugne; Judicial; Judicial 

Separation; Monogamy; Polygamy; Divorce 

Legal Maxims 

• Ignorantia facti excusat: ignorantia juris non excusat: 

Ignorance of the fact excuses : ignorance of the law does 

not excuse.    

• Nemo debet esse judex in propria causa: No one ought to be 

judge in his own cause.   



• Nemo est haeres viventis: No one is heir of the living.  

•  Vigilantibus et non dormientibus, jura subveniunt: Those 

who are vigilant, and not the sleepy, are assisted by the 

laws.   

• Nemo debet bis vexari pro una et eadem causa: No man shall 

be put in jeopardy twice for one and the same offence.  

• He who comes into equity must come with clean hands.  

module iii   

The Process of Data Collection: Questionnaire Method; 

Observation Method; Interview Method; Case Study Method, 

Sampling Method. Data Processing and Analysis; Editing of Data; 

Coding of Data; Distribution of Data; Tabulation of Data; Analysis 

of Data; Interpretation of Data; Precautions to be Taken in 

Interpretation of Data; Presentation of Data.  Content Analysis: 

Meaning, Nature and Importance of Content Analysis; Objectives 

of Content Analysis; Sources of Content Analysis; Advantages 

and Limitation of Content Analysis.    

module iv 

Report Writing: Purpose of Report Writing; Pre-Requisites of a 

Good Report Writing; Types of Report Writing - Term Paper; 

Dissertation, Thesis; Book Review; Article and Research Paper; 

Techniques of Writing an Articles, Research Papers and 

Abstract, Essentials of Report Writing - The Preliminary Section, 

The Main Body, List of  Table and Figures, Concluding Remarks 

Methods of Citation: Procedure Involved in Tracing the Legal 

Periodicals: Periodical Index; Text Notes; Foot Notes; End Notes; 

References; Bibliography; Different Methods of Preparing of a 

Bibliography; Difference between a ‘Foot Note’, a ‘Text Note’, a 

‘Reference’, an ‘End Note’ and a ‘Bibliographic Entry’.  

  

6. prescribed readings for module I and ii 

Bhatia, K. L (2016) Textbook on Legal Language and Legal Writing, 

3rd   Edition. Universal Law Publishing, New Delhi   

  

Haigh. R (2009) Legal English 2nd Edition. Routledge. Cavendish, 

Taylor and Francis Group, London and New York   

  

Mckay, W.R., & Charlton H.E (2005) Legal English- How to 

Understand and Master the Language of Law Pearson Education 

Ltd. England. 

 

Mishra, S.K (2017) Legal Language Legal Writing & General 

English 



 

Raymond, M. (2012) English Grammar in Use: A Self-Study 

Reference and Practice Book 4th Edition. Cambridge University 

Press. Cambridge.  

 

Sasikumar,V.,& Dhamija, P.V (2013,): Spoken English-A Self-

Learning Guide to Conversation Practice 2nd Edition. PHI 

Learning Pvt. Ltd., Delhi.  

 

Tickoo and Subramaniam (2008) A Functional Grammar with Usage 

and Composition: A practical Course, Frank Brothers and 

Company  

 

7. prescribed readings for module iii and iv 

Chapter 12 the Mailed Questionnnaire, pp. 132 – 170. K. D. 

Gangrade, Methods of Data Collection: Questionnaire and 

Schedule, S.K. Verma and M. Afzal Wani, Legal Research and 

Methodology, Legal Research and  Methodology, ILI, pp. 353 – 364.  

Gerard Guthrie, Basic Research Methods: An Entry to Social 

Science Research, Sage Publications, N. Delhi – 2010, Chapter 10 

Observation, pp. 108 – 118. 

Liz Jones and Bridget Somekh, ed. Research Methods in the Social 

Sciences, Vistaar publications, N. Delhi, 2005, Chapter 16 

Observation, pp. 138 – 145.  

Mona Purohit, Legal Education and Research Methodology, 

Second Edition, Central Law Publications, Allahabad, 2012 Part 

– B chapter XVI, Processing,  Analysis and Interpretation of Data 

Interpretation in Legal Rsearch, pp. 219 – 222.  

P.S. Bhatnagar, Data Interpretation and Report Writing, S.K. 

Verma and M. Afzal Wani, Research and Methodology, Legal 

Research and Methodology, ILI,  pp. 418 – 431.  

Ram Ahuja, Research Methods, Rawat Publications, N. Delhi, 

reprint 2012, Chapter 10, Observation Method, pp. 239 – 260.  

Ram Ahuja, Research Methods, Rawat Publications, N. Delhi, 

reprint 2012, Chapter 14 Data Processing, Tabulation, Diagrmatic 

Representation and Analysis, pp. 303 – 328. 

 Rattan Singh, Legal research Methodology, Lexis Nexis, India, 

First edition 2013, Cahpter 12 Content Analysis, pp. 119 – 122.  

Wlliam J. Goode and Paul K.Hatt, Methods in Social Research, 

First India  Reprint, Surjeet Publications, 2006, Chapter – 11 



Constructing a Questionnaire  and Chapter 21 Preparing the 

Report, pp. 359 - 376 

Wlliam J. Goode and Paul K.Hatt, Methods in Social Rsearch, First 

India Reprint, Surjeet Publications, 2006, Chapter – 11 

Constructing a Questionnaire and   
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